BRENNAN

CENTER

FOR JUSTICE

Brennan Center for Justice
at New York University School of Law

161 Avenue of the Americas

12¢h Floor

New York, New York 10013
212.998.6730 Fax 212.995.4550
www.brennancenter.org

December 4, 2008

Ms. Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
445 12" Street, SW-TW_A325
Washington, DC 20554

Executive Director:
Michael Waldman

Board of Directors:

James E. Johnson, Chair
Patricia Bauman

Nancy Brennan

Zachary W. Carter

John Ferejohn

Peter M. Fishbein

Gail Furman

Re Ex Parte Presentation (via Electronic Filing)
CC Docket No. 96-128; DA 03-4027

Susan Sachs Goldman Dear SeCI’etary DortCh,

Helen Hershkoff
Thomas M. Jorde

Ruth Lazarus

Paul Lightfoot

Burt Neuborne
Lawrence B. Pedowitz
Steven A. Reiss
Richard Revesz
Cristina Rodriguez
Stephen Schulhofer
John Sexton

Rev. Walter J. Smith, S.J.

Sung-Hee Suh
Clyde A. Szuch
Adam Winkler

The Brennan Center for Justice at NYU School of Law, counsel for the Ad
Hoc Coalition for the Right to Communicate (“Coalition™), writes to urge the
Federal Communications Commission (“Commission”) to take action on the
outstanding Alternative Rulemaking Proposal filed by Martha Wright et al. on
March 1, 2007. Specifically, we urge the Commission to adopt the proposals of
the Wright petition by establishing benchmark rates for long-distance calls from
incarcerated persons, with no-per call charge, and requiring prison telephone
service providers to offer debit call as well as collect call service.

First, the calling service providers’ own cost estimates for interstate inmate
debit and collect calls do not undercut, and even largely support, the benchmark
rates requested by the Petitioners as demonstrated by a review of submissions
recently provided to this Commission, including a cost study filed on behalf of
certain calling service providers, and the responses from the Petitioners and
concerned individuals including Mr. Michael Hamden.' This underscores the fact

! See Don J. Wood, Inmate Calling Services — Interstate Call Cost Study, CC
DKT. No. 96-128 (August 15, 2008), Petitioners’ Ex Parte Filing, CC DKT. No.
96-128 (November 19, 2008), Written Ex Parte Presentation of Michael S.
Hamden on Alternative Rulemaking Proposal Regarding Inmate Calling Services,
CC DKT. No. 96-128 (October 29, 2009).






