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Introduction

As of mid-April, Georgia is extremely close to adopting a proof of citizenship requirement for voter registration, which would require individuals to provide documentary proof of citizenship when registering to vote.  Georgia’s proof of citizenship bill has passed the state house and senate, and only awaits the governor’s signature before it becomes law and makes Georgia the second state (besides Arizona) to require proof of citizenship from its voters.
  

The documents acceptable under Georgia’s proposed legislation include a birth certificate, passport, and naturalization papers, among others.  Georgia already requires voters to show photo ID in order to vote,
 but the new law will create an even more onerous burden for Georgia voters.
A recent survey of Georgia’s elections officials by the Brennan Center for Justice indicates that this stringent measure addresses a manufactured problem—non-citizen registration or voting is a rare and isolated occurrence in Georgia, and to the extent it has occurred, it is a result of mistake and not voter fraud.  Of the elections officials who were interviewed, representing counties that comprised 40 percent of Georgia’s population,
 none believed that non-citizens had fraudulently registered to vote or voted.

Findings
The Brennan Center surveyed county clerks or election supervisors from thirteen Georgia counties; at the time of the survey, the officials had held their positions for varying lengths of time, from 1
 to 22 years.
  Although a few of the elections officials interviewed had encountered inadvertent registration by non-citizens through the Georgia Department of Driver Services—which offers individuals applying for driver licenses the opportunity to register themselves to vote automatically—each was notified of such mistakes by the state’s voter verification system, and was able to remove these non- citizens from the voter rolls.
  Also, although three elections officials from counties with large foreign-born populations did believe that a non-citizen had voted in their county,
 each reported that it was likely due to a misunderstanding, i.e., it was done without the requisite knowledge or intent to constitute voter fraud.
The election officials interviewed emphasized that the state’s very stringent voter verification system—implemented in compliance with the Help America Vote Act—is used to ensure that non-citizens are not registered to vote.
  In fact, though the officials noted that numerous individuals were flagged by the state system as being potential non-citizens in the November 2008 election, they stated that these individuals were very likely to be flagged as a result of simple bookkeeping errors or typos
 and that many of them were able to present proof that they were indeed citizens.
  Thus, it appears that the state’s current system for voter verification is already more than stringent enough to ensure that non-citizens are not voting—indeed, some Georgia election officials stated that the system was overexclusive, keeping actual citizens from voting because of typos and other errors in state databases. 
The Georgia elections officials that were interviewed also agreed that the proof of citizenship requirement could prove extremely onerous on voters, noting that few people are likely to carry their passport or birth certificate around with them the way they might be expected to carry other forms of identification
 and that some people, particularly in rural areas, may not have access to these documents at all.

Conclusion
Interviews with election officials in Georgia mirror the situation nationally; non-citizens virtually never attempt to intentionally defraud the election system.
  Congress has declined to require proof of citizenship for voting, finding that “[s]tudies indicate that illegal voting or voter fraud is extremely rare, and such behavior is already punishable by law.”
  Non-citizen voting is a contrived problem, and proof of citizenship requirements are extremely burdensome, especially for poor, minority, elderly, and disabled citizens who lack easy access to proof of their citizenship.
  There is no evidence that Georgia has a problem with non-citizen voting sufficient to justify the costs — to the state and individual voters — that its proposed law will impose.
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