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Introduction

The Justice Department has announced proposed changes to a federal regulation, 28
C.F.R. part 23, that governs how and when local and state law enforcement agencies can
share information with each other, with federal law enforcement agencies, and other federal
agencies, including intelligence agencies. Comments on the rule can be submitted to the
Department of Justice until September 2, 2008.

This memo outlines in brief and non-technical terms the reasons that Muslim, Arab,
and South Asian community groups may be concerned about the proposed changes and also
may wish to submit comments to the Department of Justice in opposition to the proposed
changes. The more comments that are submitted in opposition to the change, the mote
difficult it is to enact that change. This memo also contains some suggested points to be
made in such submission.

This memo draws heavily on the excellent analysis of the relevant issues by Mike
German of the ACLU. Questions can be directed to aziz.hug@nyu.edu.






