
Lawrence County voters:
The presidential contest is split into two columns on your ballot.
To vote for president, fill in only 1 oval in the highlighted area.



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The presidential contest in Lawrence County, Ohio is listed in more than one column. 
Research on ballot design suggests this could confuse voters and result in some voters 
not recording a vote in the presidential contest. 
 
In July, the Brennan Center published Better Ballots, a study of ballot design flaws in 
the last several elections and their impact on those elections. The study showed that 
ballots that featured a single contest split into two columns, as seen on this year’s 
Lawrence County ballot, often confused voters. A split contest like this may be seen 
by voters as two separate races and lead to unintentional overvoting. 
 
In 2002, in Kewaunee County, Wisconsin, for example, the ballot listed the 
candidates for the gubernatorial election in two columns. Nearly 12% of voters in the 
county did not have a vote counted in the race; this compares to only 1.1% of voters 
statewide. The low number of votes recorded in the gubernatorial election in 
Kewaunee County was undoubtedly because many voters believed the governor’s 
race was actually two races, and voted twice in that race — once for one of the 
candidates boxed in together in the first column, and once again for one of the 
candidates boxed in the second column. As a result, none of their votes for Governor 
counted. 
 
The Brennan Center and the United States Election Assistance Commission have 
issued ballot design guidelines strongly recommending that a single contest be placed 
in a single column on a ballot. For the Lawrence County ballot, the Brennan Center 
calls on election officials and advocates in the county to make sure that voters are 
aware that the presidential contest is split into two columns and to vote only once for 
president. 


