
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
October 7, 2009 
 
 
Via Telefax 
 
The Honorable Representative Ike Skelton 
The Honorable Representative Howard P. McKeon 
United States House of Representatives Armed Services Committee 
2165 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
 
The Honorable Senator Carl Levin 
The Honorable Senator John McCain 
United State Senate Armed Services Committee 
228 Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 
 
 
Dear Chairmen Skelton and Levin, and Ranking Members McKeon and McCain: 
 
In 1952, President Truman called on Congress to ensure that members of the United States 
Armed Forces had a meaningful right to vote.  More than a half-century later, there are still 
intolerable burdens that make it difficult for members of the military – as well as American 
citizens who live overseas – to vote.  To remedy this inexcusable situation, we urge you to 
support the Military and Overseas Voter Empowerment (MOVE) Act, contained in the 
Senate version of the National Defense Authorization Act (S. 1390). 
 
Since it was signed into law by President Reagan two decades ago, the Uniformed and 
Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act (UOCAVA) has helped millions of Americans – 
those serving in our military, their spouses and family, and civilians living and working 
overseas – to vote in federal elections.  But recent reports from the U.S. Election Assistance 
Commission, the Overseas Vote Foundation, and the Pew Center on the States have 
confirmed that, despite the improvements made by UOCAVA, these voters still face 
significant hurdles to participating in elections that are not experienced by most Americans.  
It is critical that Congress take action now to ensure that our troops and citizens abroad have 
the tools they need to make their voices heard in future elections.   
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
The provisions of the MOVE Act are an important – and necessary – step toward 
addressing this crucial need.  In particular, the MOVE Act will address significant 
shortcomings in current law by: 
 

 Providing military and overseas voters with adequate time to receive, complete and 
return their absentee ballots; 

 
 Allowing for electronic delivery of blank ballots and registration forms; 

 
 Expanding research and pilot programs to better use technology to facilitate voting 

by military and overseas voters; and 
 
 Expanding the use of the Federal Write-In Absentee Ballot to primaries, special 

elections and run-off elections. 
 
We must take action to ensure that our military serving in harm’s way, as well as citizens 
living and working abroad, are able to meaningfully participate in our democracy.  The 
MOVE Act is a vital and long overdue solution, with widespread, bipartisan support – as 
reflected by its adoption in the Senate on a unanimous voice vote. 
 
We respectfully urge you to support the MOVE Act, currently contained in subtitle H of 
S.1390, in conference.  We commend you for your leadership on this issue, and for your 
commitment to ensuring that our men and women in uniform, as well as US citizens living 
and working abroad, have the tools they need to access their right to vote.   
 
Respectfully, 

 

       
Wendy R. Weiser      J. Adam Skaggs 
Director, Voting Rights and Elections    Counsel 
 
 
 
Cc: Rep. Cooper   Rep. McIntyre   Rep. Brady 
 Rep. Spratt   Rep. Marshall   Rep. Davis 
 Rep. Ortiz   Rep. Bordallo   Rep. Larsen  
 Rep. Taylor   Rep. Langevin   Rep. Wilson 
 Rep. Abercrombie  Rep. Bartlett   Rep. LoBiondo 
 Rep. Reyes   Rep. Thornberry  Rep. Bishop 
 Rep. Synder   Rep. Jones   Rep. Wittman  
 Rep. Smith   Rep. Akin   Rep. Andrews  
 Rep. Sanchez   Rep. Forbes   Rep. Turner 
         Rep. Miller 


