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August 27, 2008

Mr. Michael Dever

Bureau of Justice Assistance
810 7th Street NW
Washington, DC 20531

Re: OJP Docket 1473

Dear Mr. Dever:

We write o express opposition to proposed changes to 28 C.F.R. part 23.'
The proposed amendments are intended to encourage local and state law enforcement
agencies to collect “intelligence” beyond that related to possible criminal action, and
to disseminate more widely that information to other local, state, federal, and tribal
law enforcement agencies as well as [ederal intelligence entities. By so doing, the
amendments risk serious infringement on Americans’ First Amendment speech,
association, and free exercise rights. They will also eliminate important safeguards
against false or misleading information being disseminated, retained, and acted upon.
The amendments thus contradict Congress’s explicit statutory direction that any
regulations “assure that such systems are not utilized in violation of the privacy and
constitutional rights of individuals.™

' Published at 73 Fed. Reg. 44673 (July 31, 2008).

Y42 USCA § 3789(g)(c) (“All criminal intelligence systems operating through support under
this chapter shall collect, maintain, and disseminate criminal intelligence information in
conformance with policy standards which are prescribed by the Office of Justice Programs
and which are written to assure that the funding and operation of these systems furthers the
purpose of this chapter and to assure that such systems are not utilized in violation of the
privacy and constitutional rights of individuals.™).






